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The Medical Psychological Problems of Cutting Flesh to Heal Relatives

——Taking Chang’ an Annals

- Biography of Filial Deeds as an Example

ZHEN Chen
(Shaanxi University of Chinese Medicine, Xianyang 712046, China)

Abstract The deeds of cutting flesh to cure relatives had been recorded in histories from Tang Dynasty and it had

become the rage in society and medical industries till Ming and Qing Dynasties, also documented in various annals, litera-

ture and ancient herbal (physicians’ ) works. The author believes that the appearance of the behavior is not accidental ,

but is closely related with the social background, the medical thoughts and government strategies at the time. After the

preliminary exploration and research, the author has made a conclusion: disease can cause sorrow, the filial deeds can

moved the heaven, flesh can treat diseases and interests can spark the motive.
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