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Abstract: Objective To sort out the connotation and historical evolution of the five basic elements of disease,
symptom , syndrome , drug, and prescription,and to explore the connotation and mutual relationship of compound words that
combine the five elements in pairs. Methods Using literature method to sort out the evolution of the ancient and modern
connotations of the five basic elements, and using logical and literature methods to explore the connotations and related
relationships of compound words. Results The five basic elements, such as disease, symptom, syndrome, drug and
prescription , have different connotations in ancient and modern times.They can be combined in pairs to form ten compound
words, including disease-symptom, disease-syndrome, disease-drug, disease-prescription, syndrome-symptom, symptom-

drug, symptom-prescription,, drug-syndrome , prescription-syndrome , drug-prescription, and taking the disease-syndrome,

» BEWH. XU A R ELIRRFHRE — AT E (2018jyxm0947 ) ; L H &L B RMF H F A A4 LF it % —#%
(gxyq2019032)
s BWER R H 8l #3% , E-mail :30591726@ qq.com

T H



2023 F 11 BE46E5F 6 8
Nov.2023 Vol.46 No.6

Be B o E B K F F R

Journal of Shaanxi University of Chinese Medicine -9 -

drug-syndrome , prescription-syndrome as the key. Conclusion The five basic elements and ten compound words can be

linked to basic disciplines such as traditional Chinese medicine theory, diagnosis, traditional Chinese medicine, and

prescriptions , which helps to construct a clinical differentiation and treatment system of traditional Chinese medicine.
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