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Abstract: Image thinking plays an indisputable important role in traditional Chinese medicine. As a product of
ancient Chinese science and philosophy, traditional Chinese medicine naturally pursues metaphysical “Tao” ,but Tao itself
cannot be directly understood and applied. Therefore ,image thinking plays an irreplaceable role in the exploration of Tao.
Through the induction and summary of traditional Chinese medicine image thinking, this paper realizes that image is a tool
to explain Tao,but it can not directly affect things. The physical is the instrument,and the instrument is the specific oper-
able part,that is,the part actually used. The study of the relationship between image thinking, metaphysical and physical
has guiding significance for the application of the basic theory of traditional Chinese medicine and the exploration of the
combination of traditional Chinese medicine and modern technology.
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