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The Originality and Characteristic of TCM Philosophy

LIU Changlin
( Philosophy Institute of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract A TCM philosophy, a time—based philosophy, looks at the world from the perspectives of the constant
movements and changes of the universe itself, and the evolution of all things due to close communion among the heaven,
earth and qi. Firstly, consisting with the outlook of overall nature, the TCM philosophy must keep in close, special con-
tact with the philosophy. Secondly, essentially different from the western philosophy based on the space standard, the
TCM philosophy, unique in the world philosophies, can not be mechanically applied with the concepts of western philoso-
phy. Thirdly, Chinese medicine, lying in the phenomenon level, aims to discover the regularities of biological phenome-

na. Therefore, the theory of Chinese medicine can not be separated from the phenomenon regardless of any innovation;

‘

conversely only inseparable from the “phenomena”, can every advanced methods be used by it.
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